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Message Text 


1 . THE SPOKESMAN'S BRIEFING OF TUESDAY, JULY 1 1 WAS SHORT 
AND LITTLE NEW INFORMATION WAS ELICITED BY THE PRESS CORPS. 


2. SPOKESMAN BEGAN BY READING A STATEMENT OF OFFICIAL 
CONCERN AT THE ARREST OF A PARAGUAYAN OPPOSITION LEADER 
IN ASUNCION. THIS SPAWNED NO QUESTIONS. 

3. SPOKESMAN THEN REFUSED TO ELABORATE ON PROGRESS BEING 
MADE DURING NAMIBIAN NEGOTIATIONS IN ANGOLA. 


4. SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED SECRETARY VANCE IS TRYING TO ARRANGE 
MEETING IN EUROPE WITH MRS. SHCHARANSKIY. ASKED WHY, HE 
SAID: "I THINK OUR EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN HAVE BEEN KNOWN 
FROM THIS PODIUM BY THE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AND BY THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE HIMSELF. AND AGAIN IN HIS PRESS CON- 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 STATE 174782 TOSEC 080009 


FERENCE YESTERDAY, I THINK HE EXPRESSED THE CONCERN OF 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AND ITS GOVERNMENT ABOUT THE TRIALS 
WHICH ARE ONGOING OF MR. SHAHARANSKIY AND OTHERS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION; AND I THINK THAT THIS MEETING WITH THE DEFEND- 
ANT'S WIFE SHOULD BE VIEWED AS A CONCRETE SYMBOL OF OUR 


CONCERN." 
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5. SPOKESMAN REFUSED TO CHARACTERIZE AN OFFICIAL 
AMERICAN VIEW OF SOVIET JOURNALISTS RESIDENT IN THE U.S. 

6. SPOKESMAN REFUSED TO CONFIRM, DENY OR SPECULATE ON 
REPORTS THAT USG HAD ATTEMPTED TO HEAD OFF SHCHARANSKIY 
TRIAL BY TRYING TO ARRANGE A SWAP. 

7. EVEN THOUGH PRESSED, SPOKESMAN REFUSED TO GO BEYOND 
SECRETARY'S CHARACTERIZATION OF UPCOMING SALT TALKS, 

STATING THAT HE WAS NOT SAYING ANYTHING QUOTE EVEN ONE 
DEGREE DIFFERENT UNQUOTE FROM WHAT SECRETARY HAS BEEN 
SAYING. 

8. FOLLOWING EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE BETWEEN SPOKESMAN AND 
IDO DISSENTSHIK: "Q: TOM, I WANT TO ASK YOU A RATHER 
PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION. 

WHY IS IT THAT THIS GOVERNMENT TAKES A STAND ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS ALL OVER THE WORLD? WHAT IS IT IN THIS COUNTRY 
THAT MAKES IT SO PURE TO PASS JUDGMENT ON OTHER COUNTRIES? 

A: THERE IS NOTHING IN THIS COUNTRY WHICH MAKES IT SO PURE 
WHICH WOULD ALLOW US TO PASS JUDGMENT ON ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 
WE ARE NOT DOING SO. BUT THIS ADMINISTRATION REPRESENTS 
THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES IN THEIR POLICY ABROAD. 
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AND WE HAVE A RIGHT TO EXPRESS OUR VIEWS ABOUT PRACTICES 
WHICH OCCUR ELSEWHERE, AS PEOPLE HAVE A RIGHT TO EXPRESS 
VIEWS ABOUT PRACTICES WHICH OCCUR HERE IN THE UNITED STATES. 

NOBODY HAS EVER CLAIMED THAT THE UNITED STATES IS SO PURE 
OR IS PERFECT. WE ACCEPT CRITICISM OF OUR SOCIETY. 

Q: AND THAT IS WHY YOU ARE DEFENDING SHCHARANSKIY, BECAUSE 
THE AMERICAN PUBLIC IS SO MUCH CONCERNED ABOUT HIM? 

A: NO. IT IS — 

Q: EXCUSE ME, TOM. JUST TWENTY YEARS AGO, THERE WERE 
PEOPLE IN THIS TOWN WHO COULDN'T RIDE ON A BUS ON THE 
SAME BENCH AS YOU SAT. AND JUST YESTERDAY, THE MOST 
HORRENDOUS PHILOSOPHY IN THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD WAS 
PERMITTED TO BE PREACHED OPENLY IN CHICAGO. AND WHAT 
YOU ARE SAYING IS THAT - NOT YOU, YOURSELF - BUT IT IS 
SAID IN THIS COUNTRY THAT WHAT HAPPENED IN CHICAGO IS 
OKAY BECAUSE THE COURT APPROVED IT. 

NOW, IN MY VIEW, WHAT IS HAPPENING IN THE SOVIET UNION, 
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ACCORDING TO THIS PHILOSOPHY, SHOULD BE ALSO OKAY, 
BECAUSE IT IS GOING ACCORDING TO THE COURT IN THAT 
COUNTRY. 

Q: SO WHY DO YOU HAVE SUCH A ~? 

A: I JUST THINK THAT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE IN TERMS OF THE 
WAY THE COURT SYSTEMS WORK." 

9. BRIEFING CLOSED WITH SOMEWHAT ACRIMONIOUS EXCHANGE 
BETWEEN SPOKESMAN AND KARL KNUEMANN ON SUBJECT OF NAZI 
WAR CRIMINALS. 

10. IT WAS A DAY LIKE ANY OTHER DAY. . . RESTON HOPES 
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CARTER FEELING IN BETTER HEALTH. CHRISTOPHER 
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